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Access in the USA Today
Yasmeen Shorish
Associate Professor And Data Services Coordinator at
James Madison University, Virginia .
ALA Annual, IRRT Preconference. June 24, 2017

The Questions at Hand
1. What is Open Access?
2. How is OA discussed and practiced in the USA?
3. What are key considerations?
4. What are the global implications?
5. What does the future hold?

What is Open Access (OA)?
SPARC1: “Open Access is the free, immediate, online
availability of research articles combined with the rights to
use these articles fully in the digital environment.”
Suber2: “OA removes price barriers (subscriptions, licensing
fees, pay-per-view fees) and permission barriers (most
copyright and licensing restrictions).”

1. https://sparcopen.org/open-access/
2. https://legacy.earlham.edu/~peters/fos/overview.htm

What is Open Access (OA)?
“OA is not a kind of business model.”
In the USA, the focus of OA has, for the most part, been
about negotiating Green vs Gold OA within the existing
publishing landscape.
Because is was not envisioned as a new business model, it
has not seriously upset the existing publishing landscape.

https://legacy.earlham.edu/~peters/fos/overview.htm

Green vs Gold
Gold: Publisher provided OA. “Native” OA. Access is
immediately provided via the publisher website. No
embargo.
Green: Self-archiving method, often to an institutional or
pre-print repository. Often limited to author-accepted
manuscript version. Sometimes limited by embargo.

Other OA Considerations
❖ Rights and permissions:
❖“Gratis” removes cost barriers – for consumers
❖“Libre” removes some level of permission barriers
❖ Various Creative Commons licenses: CC BY

CC BY-NC-ND

❖ Bad reputation
❖ The continued popularity of Beall’s list, now a commercial
product offered by Cabell’s.

Blacklists

DOAJ (Directory of Open Access Journals)
• DOAJ operates as a safe index, rather than a blacklist.
• Journals may receive the DOAJ Seal of Approval if they:
• Use DOIs as permanent identifiers
• Provide DOAJ with article metadata
• Deposit content with a long term digital preservation or
archiving program
• Embed machine-readable CC licensing in articles
• Allow generous reuse and mixing of content (CC licenses)
• Have a deposit policy registered with a deposit policy registry
• Allow the author to retain copyright without restrictions

https://blog.doaj.org/2017/06/02/are-youpublishing-with-the-correct-journal/

Global Considerations

Open Access is not a cure for
Global North / Global South
information participation
inequity

Global Considerations
• Open access addresses barriers to the consumption of
information
• Open access does not address the barriers to contributions to
information
• Biased power distribution in publishing exists in every
marketplace:
Relebohile Moletsane, Louise Haysom & Vasu Reddy (2015)
Knowledge production, critique and peer review in feminist
publishing: reflections from Agenda, Critical Arts, 29:6, 766-784,
DOI: 10.1080/02560046.2015.1151112

Global Considerations
• Adhering to the Gold OA model requires some fee from the
author (e.g. APCs: Article Processing Charges).
• The author-pays model limits engagement from less-resourced
institutions, within the USA and abroad.

Bonaccorso, E, Bozhankova, R, Cadena, CD, Čapská, V, Czerniewicz, L, Emmett, A, Oludayo, FF, Glukhova, N, Greenberg, ML, Hladnik, M, Grillet, ME, Indrawan, M, Kapović, M, Kleiner, Y, Łaziński, M, Loyola, RD,
Menon, S, Morales, LG, Ocampo, C, Pérez-Emán, J, Townsend Peterson, A, Poposki, D, Rasheed, AA, Rodríguez-Clark, KM, Rodríguez, JP, Rosenblum, B, Sánchez-Cordero, V, Smolík, F, Snoj, M, Szilágyi, I, Torres,
O, Tykarski, P. (2014). Bottlenecks in the Open-Access System: Voices from Around the Globe. Journal of Librarianship and Scholarly Communication 2(2):eP1126. http://dx.doi.org/10.7710/2162-3309.1126

Global Considerations
• International influence of OA is tempered by consortia and large
package publishing deals
• Have Dutch negotiations1 with Elsevier moved the needle on a
global scale?
• Would a similar effort by the USA have a larger impact?
• Is this remotely feasible?

1. http://www.sciencemag.org/news/2015/12/unique-deal-elsevier-agrees-make-some-papers-dutch-authors-free

The Future
• The biggest large-scale success of OA in the USA may be the NIH
OA policy
• Requires public access to NIH-funded research via PubMed
Central after a 12 month embargo
• Green OA
• The Obama administration enacted two public access policies
governing research data and publications
• Publication policy follows the NIH model
• Green OA, 12 month embargo
• http://datasharing.sparcopen.org/articles

The Future
• We are still years out from being able to analyze the effect of
the most recent public access policy

2014-2016 comparative download performance on
Hindawi.com, looking at average download per
article data comparing articles in PubMed Central
(green), articles that are not (blue), and the average
(orange).
https://about.hindawi.com/opinion/pubmed-central-role-in-readership-amplification/

The Future
• In order to establish a publishing ecosystem that supports the
equal ability of all to contribute to and consume quality
research – in all disciplines – a complete restructuring is
required
• Open Access as it currently exists has been a launching pad for
exploration into alternative paths in this ecosystem:
• Open peer review
• Post publication peer review
• Promotion and tenure requirements evaluation
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